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TEL AVIV RESIDENTS report-
edly couldn’t wait for an official
public space where communities
would be able to freely gather
and intermingle with one an-
other — enthusiasts were flocking
to the Tel Aviv Port to have some
fun in the sun even well before
the architects-in-charpe —-a
young and burgeoning practice
called Mayslits Kassif Architects
— could commence their work on
their widely publicized regenera-
tion of the area’s open spaces.

A locale comprising an ¢clectic
mix of houses, restaurants,

hars, schools, studios, galleries
and boutiques, the port’s most
unique feature is undeniably an

expansive undulating surface
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that serves as an urban platform
for all manner of community
initiatives, ranging from sponta-
neous rallies to artistic endeav-
ors. Quirkily decked out with a
series of randomly placed ‘sitring
stones’, the wavy surface was
also constructed to reference
“the mythical dunes on which
the port was hisrorically built™,
according to its archirects. Bear-
ing in mind its present stance as
a treasured public area, it is diffi-
cult to imagine that the bustling
and vibrant port - situated on
one of Israel’s most breathtaking
waterfronts — was once regarded
as an unofhicial junkyard which
underwent a gradual process of
deterioration over a painfully
prolonged period as plans, blue-
prints and tenders for its poten-
tial rejuvenation were continu-
ally submitred and withdrawn.
It wasn’t until 2003 when the
commission to revamp the area
was finally awarded ro Mayslits
Kassif Architects who collabo-
rated on the winning proposal
with Galila Yavin. In a thriving
metropolis located in one of the
most densely populated coun-
tries in the world, any form of
outdoor space is unsurprisingly
regarded ag a valuable commod-
ity, making the city’s decision

to allocate the port for public
use a much welcomed move

in the eyes of its residents. Not
discounring the unigue circum-
stances surrounding the imple-
mentation of the regeneration
project, the architects” main ob-
jective was to devise a strucrural
framework which could better
intertwine private and public
space. The idea was to create

an area wherein the dynamics
of human interaction would fall
in line with a non-hierarchical
plan that shuns a restrictive
division of space . “The city of
Tel Aviv needs some disorgan-
1zed space, open to all sorts of
interpretations. A fresh, outdoor
domain unconstrained by too




many intents and purposes. In
our proposal, we chose to do
the least in order to achieve
the most.” reads the ariginal
statement from the firm’s 2003
winning submission.

Founded in 1994 and headed
by directors Ganit Mayslits
Kassif and Udi Kassif, Mayslits
Kassif Architects is a Tel Aviv-
based practice which specializes
in urban planning, public build-
ings, housing, retail and land-
scape urbanism. For their work
on the regeneration of the port
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