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New shore areainTel Aviv.
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gon urban planning practice After all, in these
times of r ion it's | that small, relatively
cheap solutions with abigimpactare sought.

An example: the architects Hernandez and
Casanovaare currently doingresearch on Public
Space Acupuncture, funded by the Netherlands
Architecture Fund. Ina number of cities in Europe
-including Amsterdam, Barcelona, Copenhagen,
Zaragoza and Hamburg - they are examining small
and specificinterventionsin the public space thatare
examples of this strategy.
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And via the Rotterdam Architecture Biennial
on the ‘Open City’ (2009), organized by Kees
Christiaanse, wearrive atthe European Urban
Catalyst project (startedin 2001) and the Germany
landscape architect Klaus Overmeyer, whoseinsights
are tobe found in many projects in his home country,
for example in Berlin, and whose book ‘Planning the
Unplanned’ will be published soon. Acupuncture is
notmerely the ‘smallintervention’; itisalso bound
up with a broader stream of thinking on urban and
landscape planning - thatitisimpossiblein this day
andage to createa cityin the old modernistplan-
ningtradition of a static, hierarchically organized
top-down approach, where the focus is on achieving
afinalimage. Thenew city isabout fragmentsand
change, about creating conditions and planning from
thebottom-up. The ‘open source urbanism’ that
Klaus Overmeyer champions seeks ways to develop
activities and progr The traditional step of
translating this programmeinto spatial claims and

formisalogical consequence, butno more than that.
Andaestheticsisbarely consideredatall.

In this edition of*scape, Casanovaand Hernandez
describe the first results of their research and
Mathilde Peen examines Overmeyer’swork in detail.
They compare the develop tof the old airfield
inBerlin, Tempelhofer Feld, with that of the NDSM
wharfin Amsterdam. The latter has become a hotbed
for cultureand art, and a pioneering example of the
development of a previously derelictarea.

*scape editor Cathelijne Nuijsink visited Alejandro
Aravenain Chile, wherehis office Elemental has
been working for many yearswith alimited budget,
seeking forms of planningand urban develog

thatareappropriate to the country. Time and again
itbecomes clear thatinfrastructure and public
spaceare thekeys toimprovingcities and the urban
environment, not only in Chile, butalsoin Germany,
Switzerland and many other countries.

One of the first steps torevitalizing the old Berlin
airfield hasbeen the construction of ring, where
people can exercise, butalso tolink up activities and
provide orientation. Andin Santiago Aravenahopes
thatby laying new paths - some of themraised - the
city will be opened up and d to the parks
and surroundings, above the seized-up infrastruc-
ture of the automobile.

Lookedatit thisway, thisacupunctureisnot
about the locationsbutmuch more about the merid-
ians,and aboutclearing up blockages. Asindeed
Bureau ZUS suggested at the Rotterdam Architecture
Biennial for the Hoboken area (the Hoboken Knot).
The mostimportantintervention was makinga
breach in the Westerzeedijk, which asaresult
broughtseveral areas backinto contact.

Urban planners and landscape architects will never
beabletoconfineth lves to designingindividual
spaces though, as the bigger picture (and context
and cohesion)isalways present. Butdesigning frag-
mentsis becomingincreasinglyimportant, anditis
perhaps no coincidence that architects and spatially
orientedartists in particular play arolein thisform

of urban planning. The other examples in this *scape
are evidence of this, especially the excitingproject
in Tel Avivwherearchitects Mayslitsand Kassif have
created a beautiful art square, withouta treein sight
andno real road or path. It's a truly hybrid space,a

Iting of architectureand spatial artistry, which
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Improving things by means of small, directed
interventions. That'swhat weat ’scape think acu-

puncture is about. Acupuncture is good stuff. It’s
aboutknowledge, butalsoabouta feelingfor preci-
sion, crafeand experience. Treatmentin traditional
Chinese medicineinvolvesinsertingneedlesat
points along the meridians of the body. The method
isbased on the concepts oflife energy (chi)and bal-
ance. Acupuncture appeals to the imaginationand is
easy toassociate with urban planningand landscape
architecture.

14 'SCAPE 1/2011

The termacupuncture was firstmentioned years
ago -when doubts aroseabout the Dutch govern-
mentpolicies that had adopted a comprehensive
approach to regional develop in their attemp
to beautify thelandscape. It was Eric Luiten, at
the time working for the nature conservation

organization 5 bosbeheer andnow prof

of Architectureand Historyat Delft University of
Technology, who argued in favour of small butrel-
evantinterventions and their potential value: special
projects, architectural jewelsinstead of structural

plans thatnever produced directresults. Of course,
this required an understanding of thelandscapein
question and the ability to trace the meridians. But
the conviction was there that thiswas possible. In
urban planning there are the well-known examples
by Jaime Lerner, mayor and cityarchitect of Curitiba.
His directed interventions have been impressive, and
he has proved, mainlyin the public space, thatitis
ibl to this city.
Acupunctureisnot partof teaching curricula,
butrecently ithas increasingly becomeanitemin
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Park Fiction, Hamburg.

has given the seaback to the city, and it’s used for
parties, sports and weddings. Another example:
the open-air library in Magdeburg. The temporary

lendinglibrary has phosedintoa fantastic
meetingplace. And here the town’sinhabitants
themselves were involved: itwas their actions that

broughtabout the ‘library’.

There'sa goodreason forincluding one ofland-
scapearchitect Berno Strootman’s projects here.
Hedesigned about ten panorama pointsin the ‘old’
cultural landscapes of the Dutch province of Drenthe.
Thesewere notplaced on justany old higher places,
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Tel Aviv.

but on particular nodes in thelandscape, locations
fromwhich thelandscape becomes ‘legible’. A
simpleintervention in the surroundingsincreased
the legibility and, with it, the beauty and meaning
of thelandscape was displayed toits full advantage.
Without extensive understanding of that land-
scape, the panorama points would never havebeen
designedin thisway.

Ibegto differ from Luiten’s view at the time that

fnaih

landscapearchitects should Ives to
incidental interventions. The Netherlands hasarich
tradition for creating whatwe refer toas‘cultural

landscapes’. This cultural heritage is nottheresult

'scape

of haphazard incidents, but of a persistent develop-
mentvision thatis based on cohesion and taking
the long view, literally and metaphorically, in both
timeand space. Avisitor to Hamburgis likely to be
impressed by the composition of the city asa whole
and the dedisiveness of top-down plan-
ning, firstappliedin the Speicherkwartier (1866-
1888) and now in the Hafencity.But the observant

visitor will also notice the tiny neighbourhood park
in StPauli, a district that oozes with amusement
arcades, the sexindustry and gambling, where resi-
dents managed to conquer a small patch of green
against the titans of governmentand developers. Itis
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thissense of power and pleasure thatappeals to the
imagination and why we value these initiatives.

This edition of 'scape bringsboth of these, and we
still can’t get enough of them. The search ison for
newrolesand new positions. Reconnaissance and
research have become equally importantroles for
landscape architectsand urban planners as their tra-
ditional buildingrole.

Soperhapswe justneed to keep studying, better
and longer. After all acupuncture isalready 2500
yearsold.

Harry Harsema
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bulldings combined withan unusual
approach to the public areas. The
architects’ idea was a hybrid ‘urban
living room’, which would create a new
atmosphere: open and accessible,
non-hierarchical, and not burdened
with symbols from the past. They
envisaged a continuous, organic space
that would inspire manifold uses by

all members of society, They devised

a floor made of Ipea wood, gently
undulating, open in some places to
show the sand below, which unifies the
area. Insome places the slopes echo
those of the dunes, That the wood
moves slightly when used Increases the
feeling of sensitivity that the material
evokes.

Other materials used are simple,
appropriate and tasteful. Large round
boulders of GRC, detachable white
beach likeparasols and subtle lighting
elements seem to have been strewn
around randomly, but invite use and
Impart an air of informality. Cars are
parked on ‘carpets’, which not only
function as parking space, but also
as a market place and space for festi-
vals, They are decorated with striking

graphic patterns.

The plan, acupuncture, as it were,
performed with modest means, is a
resounding success. The design not
only reaped many awards - including
the Rosa Barba prize at the Bienal for
landscape architecture in Barcelona
last year - the general public has also
embraced the site, Itattracts over
three million visitors a year, who come
to walk, sunbathe, skate, run, party,
read, play and much more.

The success of the project has also
Iinfluenced the thinking on further
development of the area. Other loca-
tions along the coast are also being
developed into public space so that
the sea becomes better connected to
urban areas, and the former port area
has become an incubator for creative
enterprise. It's been a long wait for
Tel Aviv,

Harry Harsema
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Carpets with graphic design were made as a parking lot.

72 Hours of Urban Action

The ‘72-hour Urban Action
Melbourne’ project challenges teams
to participate in a game plan com-
petition that invalves designing and
constructing a site In response to a
brief within 3 days. The initiators,
RMIT University in Melbourne, are
using temporary urban strategies to
question the predictable landscapes
of top-down-planned masterplans and

Instead go for the unexpected.

Why is the city of Melbourne inter-
ested in hiaving such an event?

Rosalea Monacella (RMIT): *We
are a non-profit group of designers
within the School of Architecture and
Design. Called OUTR (Office of Urban
Transformation Research), we see
design practice as an agent of cultural,
environmental and political change.
Qur group participated in the firstf72-
hour Urban Action’ eventin lsrael in
2010. We thought it was important to
set up a similar event in Melbourne so
that the design of our public space Is
framed within the discourse of land-
scape urbanism. This event endeavours
to influence how the clty, state and
natlonal declslon-makers approach the

future of oururban environment.’

Why did you choose the docklonds as
the facation for 72-hour Urban Action?
Monacella: *The Melbourne dock-
lands are still waiting for the comple-
tion of a new masterplan, and mean-

while public space remains relatively

Inactive. As a result, the docklands

are often felt to be missing an urban
‘heart’ - lacking social identity anda
sense of place. Growth, change and
adaptation, the qualities that describe
a living city, have largely been ignored.
It Is these qualities that the *72-hour’
hopes to change to create real space.
The docklands site offers an oppor-
tunity for temporary design events

by activating spaces in transit, vacant
sites and unutilized urban landscapes.’

What do you expect these temporary
small-scale events - created during the
72 hours - ro conrribure in the long term
ro the re-use of abandoned sites like the
docklands?

Monacella: ‘The ambition is to
generate alternate ways of thinking
about public space and our cities. The
docklands, llke many cities around the
world, are now renewing themselves. it
forms a perfect test case, and we hope
that the event itself informs the way
the docklands will grow over time.’

Carhelijne Nuijsink

The 72-hour Urban Action Melbourne
will take place in Melbourne’s docklands
from 25-30 July 2011. Participants can
submit an application form to 7zhrmel-

bourne@outr.org.
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Areal view before and after.

How the sea was returned to the city

Tel Aviv bullt a new port in 1936,
in the Yarkon estuary just north of
the young city. At that time no one
foresaw that the city would grow to a
milllon Inhabitants and that the remote
estuary would in time become the
centre of the metropolitan area. By
1965 the harbour had already outlived
its usefulness - it was too small and
difficult to reach. The area fell into
disuse and was neglected for decades.

The plans that were made, predictably
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enough, were based on expensive resi-

dential accommodation and prestig-
lous office developments: private, lots
of it and high-rise. But somehow or
ather, none of the plans ever reached
frultion. The hesitance of the local
authorities to ‘give away” this poten-
tially Important area to developers,
which would mean cutting the city off
from the sea, apparently prevalled.
What remained was a desolate

area, until one of the parties involved
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Awooden deck, with pebbles and sand.

realized it was time to turn the tide

and that first new life needed to be
breathed into the immediate shore
area. The competition held in 2003 for
a public space design that would unite
city and sea resulted Ina clear winner:
the architectural practice of husband
and wife team Mayslits and Kassif

teamed up with the architect Galila

Yavin for the competition.
Design for the harbour area by Mayslits
Kassif Architects.

Their solution was not new con-

struction, but reuse of the empty
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